GERMANY AND THE FUTURE OF EUROPE

have survived/* I should like to call attention to the fact that I
did my on-the-spot observing in the crisis situations of the war,
the immediate postwar period, and the prolonged aftermath of
misery prior to the currency reform of June, 1948. Since that
reform, although there is still much misery, its manifestations
and certainly its amount have changed. It may well be that, in
my surprise at the relative stability evident where everything
seemed to make for rapid disintegration, I have overstressed the
degree of that stability. Moreover, it is entirely possible, and in
my estimation probable, that the stresses and strains suffered by
German families in this postwar period will eventually produce
cracks in structure leading to widespread loss of control and to
the collapse of many families up until now managing to hold to-
gether. That, however, is a matter for the future, where the ele-
ment of guesswork must be even greater than in this inevitably
impressionistic paper.

Summing up: I have pointed to the great diversity of German
patterns that makes generalization exceedingly dangerous, and
I have then rushed in where angels fear to tread. My impression
is that many German family structures are not significantly dif-
ferent from those found today in most parts of Europe and that
they are quite comparable with American family structures of a
generation or two ago. Reiterating my major conclusion: "Ger-
man family life seems to me of a kind in which parents have
more control of children, through persuasion as well as com-
mand, than appears to be the case in the United States today.
-,. In this sense, and in this sense only, most German families
are more authoritarian than most American families."